





Coastal southern France is sun-drenched with
picturesque medieval villages built into the hills
overlooking the sparkling blue seas. From Saint
Tropez to Monaco, the sandy beaches and beautiful
vistas have inspired artists Pablo Picasso and Henri
Matisse. This lifestyle inspired a couple to build their
dream home in Minnesota.

Thishouse, designed byMurphy & Co. Designand
built by John Kraemer and Sons, exemplifies French
Mediterranean Revival architecture. Symmetrical
tacades and rectangular floor plans characterize the
style. Stuccoed walls, dentilled cornices, and fluted
pilasters grace the exterior. Ornate and elaborate
wrought iron doors, railings, and trellises bring a
European flair to the property. This home carries that
style onto the poolside terraces and gardens.

Topo designed an understated and elegant
landscape in the classic French style. The designer
selected an authentic Céte d'Azur color palette.
“Limestone and bluestone are classic materials that
will never go out of style,” explained Nicole Richards
of ORIJIN STONE. The stone was sourced from
quarries in the Eastern United States and hand
selected for a rare robin’s egg blue color. Outsized slabs
were shipped in for this project, sawn on six sides, and
finished in a lustrous, modern thermal finish.

What sets ORIJIN STONE apart is the world-
class stone finishing technology at its state-of-the-
art fabrication shop in the Twin Cities. “Fine stone
craftsmanship is achieved in subtle details,” added
John Richards. Each piece of fabricated stone was
hand finished and sanded by master stone artisans.

The stone masons flagged the pool deck in
bluestone with a contrasting limestone border. The
spacious terrace is furnished with comfortable wicker
sofas and lounge chairs for sunbathing. A custom-
designed limestone fire feature provides a warm
conversation spot that lasts well into the summer
and fall evenings. The pool house follows French
architectural standards and has crisp and clean lines.
Large French doors open onto the patio, creating an
ideal cooled lounge space away from the main house.

Stone is not the lowest-priced material for a
homeowner considering a hardscape project. The
lifecycle value must be regarded as with long-term
durability and low maintenance. There is also an
intrinsic natural beauty and individuality of each
piece of stone, a part of organic geology with unique
veining, striations, and color. If you are considering a
project, ORIJIN STONE can guide you in selecting
the best stone for the application.

The stone hardscapes' timeless natural beauty
and strength complement the home and enhance this
stylish backyard retreat. This project blended great
design with durable materials that will be enjoyed for
countless summers. The lavishly appointed stone is
the crown jewel of this French masterpiece estate.
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